Name:_________________________      Employee Badge Number:_________________
ADDRESSING A KNOWN RISK FACTOR FOR SURGERY PATIENTS – MICROORGANISMS ON THE SKIN
The CDC states that the number one risk factor of a Surgery Site Infection (SSI) is bacteria from the patient’s skin.  In order to help mitigate this risk, there is a level 1B recommendation for the patient to use an antiseptic on their skin at least the night before surgery.  The importance of this recommendation cannot be overemphasized.  Wearing surgical masks and gloves plus sterilizing surgical instruments are also 1B CDC recommendations.

In review of the popular antiseptics available on the market, Chlorhexidine Gluconate (CHG) provides rapid bactericidal action against a broad spectrum of microorganisms as well as show to have excellent residual activity on the patient’s skin.  This drug is effective because it binds to the proteins of the skin and continues to disrupt the cell membrane of bacteria for an extended period of time.  

Due to these recommendations, (your hospital name here) has implemented a new product to make it easier for patients and staff to comply with these CDC recommendations while still providing optimum efficacy in the reduction of bacteria on the patient’s skin.

Since (your hospital name here) prides itself in SSI prevention techniques, we are implementing the Sage 2% Chlorhexidine Gluconate cloths (product available in Store Room: order #XXXX) for all Cardiovascular, Orthopedic and Spine, Abdominal Hysterectomies, and Bariatric patients going to surgery. Patients will be provided the new prep cloths in (your location here) and instructed to prep thoroughly from neck to toes following the attached instruction sheet.  The 2% CHG Cloths are to be used on the body parts specified in the protocol and each package contains X cloths. 

We will continually track our SSI rates and report outcomes to staff members.  

Be sure to instruct your patients of the following:

· The importance of antiseptic skin prepping

· Do not use this product on patient’s face and mucous membranes.
· Use one clean cloth to prep each area of the body in order as shown in the instruction sheet.  Wipe each area in a back-and-forth motion.  Be sure to wipe each area thoroughly.  Use all the cloths in all the packages (total of X wipes.)
· Do not rinse or apply any lotions, moisturizers or makeup after prepping.
· When applying, your patient’s skin should be completely dry and cool.

· If showering or bathing is desired the water should be warm, not hot.
· Discard cloths in trash can – DO NOT FLUSH WASHCLOTHS.
· Allow your skin to air dry for one minute.  It is normal for the skin to have a temporary “tacky” feel for several minutes after applying while the solution dries.
· Dress patient in clean gown.
a. With any further questions, please contact 
(name of contact and phone number) 

Mandatory Competency Quiz

Please read the information regarding the new standard of care for surgery patients and complete the following questions.  When finished, place this sheet inside the folder labeled “Mandatory Competency Quiz”

2. According to the CDC, what is the number one risk factor for Surgical Site Infections (SSI)?

3. What antiseptic on the market is effective because it binds to the proteins of the skin and disrupts the cell membrane for an extended period of time?

4. What new product will be used to reduce the bacteria on the patients skin?  Where can you get it, and what’s the order number?

5. What patient populations will receive this prep? 

6. When will you apply this to the patient?  

7. Where do you dispose of the cloths when finished?

8. Name four items that you will instruct the patient to do or not do?








































